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Kenyon administers 730 doses of COVID-19 vaccine at clinic
K-SWOC files counter motion against NLRB election delay
Kenyon required students to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19, 
with “reasonable” exemptions 
for those in unique religious cir-
cumstances or with medical con-
ditions. Currently, 98.5% of stu-
dents are fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, with 0.4% in progress 
towards full vaccination. In ad-
dition, 83% of employees are ful-
ly vaccinated against the virus. 
Though the booster shot is not re-
quired for students, it is highly rec-
ommended for those who received 
a dose of the vaccine at least six 
months prior. 
Many Kenyon students re-
ceived their shots last spring, when 
vaccine eligibility in Ohio expand-
ed for those 16 and older. In April, 
the College held a Johnson & John-
son (J&J) vaccine clinic that was 
open to the community, and stu-
dents also utilized Knox Commu-
nity Hospital, which offered the 
Pfizer vaccine. By May, 98% of the 
1,100 students on campus at the 
time were either fully or partially 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 
At the clinic, some attend-
ees chose to mix and match their 
booster shots based on conve-
nience and availability. In a news 
bulletin sent out a few days prior, 
the College recommended that 
students come earlier in the day if 
they had a specific preference for 
their booster shot. 
Current studies are revealing 
that getting different vaccines is 
not only safe and convenient, but 
can also prime one’s body to more 
effectively fight against COV-
ID-19. The New York Times report-
ed that the National Institutes of 
Health conducted a study in June 
that looked at nine different com-
binations of vaccines and boosters, 
with 50 volunteers in each group. 
While the study found that those 
who received Moderna for all 
three shots had the highest anti-
body levels, those who mixed two 
initial doses of Pfizer and a Mod-
erna booster were a close second. 
In addition, those who received an 
initial dose of J&J showed a four-
fold rise in antibody levels after the 
J&J booster, but had a 76-fold rise 
after the Moderna booster and a 
35-fold rise after the Pfizer booster. 
Currently, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommend the booster 
shot for those who are 65 years and 
older, as well as those aged 18 and 
up who live in long-term care set-
tings, have underlying conditions 
On Nov. 8, the Kenyon Student Worker 
Organizing Committee (K-SWOC) and 
the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers of America (UE) filed a counter 
motion with the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) to oppose Kenyon’s Oct. 18 
motion to dismiss or stay K-SWOC’s peti-
tion for a union certification election. K-
SWOC requested an in-person certification 
election be scheduled for Nov. 8 and 9. 
Members of K-SWOC also met with Sen. 
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) this week to dis-
cuss their campaign for recognition.
“We really appreciate the support that 
Senator Brown has shown this campaign 
and the right for student workers to orga-
nize from the beginning,” K-SWOC Steer-
ing Committee member Nick Becker ’22 
said. 
K-SWOC’s counter motion and meeting 
with Sen. Brown mark the latest develop-
ments in their nearly 16-month-long effort 
to achieve union recognition. K-SWOC first 
petitioned the College for voluntary rec-
ognition in August 2020, but the Board of 
Trustees ultimately rejected K-SWOC’s re-
quest last December. Since then, K-SWOC 
has called for both an informal and formal 
community election, and has filed Unfair 
Labor Practice charges in May and Septem-
ber, which the NLRB dismissed. 
Most recently, K-SWOC filed a petition 
with the NLRB for a union certification 
election in October. However, on Oct. 18, 
prior to the Nov. 9 hearing date, the Col-
lege filed two motions, one to dismiss or stay 
K-SWOC’s petition and one to indefinitely 
postpone the hearing. On Oct. 29, the NLRB 
decided to indefinitely postpone this hear-
ing.
NLRB Assistant Regional Iva Y. Choe 
postponed the election in order to consider 
both Kenyon and K-SWOC’s positions about 
whether or not NLRB’s administrative elec-
tion rules create an “inescapable conflict” 
with the privacy interests of undergradu-
ate students under the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). The Col-
lege argues that this election would violate 
FERPA, though K-SWOC refutes this claim.
“The goal of the counter motion really is 
to get the process back on the right track,” 
Becker said. “[The NLRB is] waiting for us to 
make the argument of why FERPA was not a 
roadblock to continuing with this process.” 
K-SWOC and UE hold that FERPA does 
not prevent or limit employers from follow-
ing the NLRB’s election rules. “Nothing in 
FERPA limits the Board’s power to issue or-
ders, hold hearing and elections, and certify 
bargaining units pursuant to the NLRA,” 
the counter motion reads. “Likewise, noth-
ing in FERPA prevents the employer from 
complying with the Board’s Rules other 
than its unwillingness to do so.” 
Columbus-based law firm Joyce Gold-
stein and Associates filed the counter mo-
tion on behalf of K-SWOC and UE. Ac-
cording to its website, the firm specializes 
ADAM MARGOLIS 
NEWS EDITOR in representing labor unions and employee 
benefit trusts, and has experience in em-
ployment law, employee benefits and litiga-
tion. The firm is retained by UE. 
In its Oct. 18 motion filed by Jones Day, 
the College also claimed that its student em-
ployees are not statutory employees under 
the NLRA due to their brief and transient 
tenure as employees, because the conditions 
in which they work differ from typical em-
ployment relationships covered under the 
Act and because their employment is tied 
to their academic status. “Kenyon’s rela-
tionship with its students is indisputably an 
academic one; it is entirely unlike a typical 
employment relationship where the employ-
ee performs work for the employer’s benefit 
and receives remuneration in return,” the 
Oct. 18 motion reads.
In support of their argument, however, 
K-SWOC and UE’s counter motion makes 
notice of a contradictory comment made 
by President Decatur in a 2020 article in 
the Chronicle of Higher Education. In the 
article, Decatur admits that education and 
employment are inextricably linked. “One 
of the arguments that’s often made, espe-
cially around graduate-student unions, is 
that if it’s connected to the educational mis-
sion, then, by definition, it isn’t employment. 
That’s not a position I would take,” he said. 
“There are multiple dimensions to the role 
of student employment on campus. I don’t 
want to underestimate that it’s a job. There’s 
a traditional employer-employee compo-
nent to it.”
or live in high-risk settings. Ken-
yon students were considered eli-
gible for the booster because of the 
College’s communal setting. Knox 
County is also considered a high 
risk setting, with only a 41.8% vac-
cination rate and a 11.4% positivity 
rate, resulting in 35 new positive 
cases each day. 
Later this week, the Food and 
Drug Administration is expected 
to announce an Emergency Use 
Authorization to expand booster 
eligibility for all adults aged 18 and 
older. Pfizer applied for this autho-
rization on Tuesday, and Moderna 
requested it on Wednesday. 
Overall, students and faculty 
members considered the boost-
er clinic to be a success. Though 
the lines varied throughout the 
day, with more traffic in the early 
morning and at lunch time, all 
who wanted a booster or flu shot 
were able to receive one. 
“My experience was spectacu-
lar! The line was very quick, the 
staff was kind and understanding, 
and I felt reassured throughout,” 
Joanna Kaizer ’22 said. 
LINNEA MUMMA 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
K-SWOC’s counter motion argues that 
students are statutory employees covered by 
the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA), 
citing the NLRB’s 2016 Columbia Univer-
sity decision, which ruled that the NLRA 
encompasses certain, mainly graduate, stu-
dent workers at private institutions of higher 
education. The counter motion also argues 
that Kenyon’s student employees meet the 
criteria to be considered common-law em-
ployees. 
“The employees perform work for the 
employer for compensation and are under 
the direction and control of the employer,” 
the counter motion reads. “Accordingly, 
K-SWOC says that undergraduate student 
workers satisfy the common law standard, 
and are statutory employees under the Act.” 
Becker concurred with the motion’s 
claims. “The fact that we are students as well 
as committee employees of the same insti-
tution shouldn’t take away the fact that, as 
common law employees, we have rights un-
der the NLRA,” he said. 
Becker also expressed frustration at the 
College, saying that they have the power 
to end the legal fight currently underway. 
“This is a situation that is totally of Kenyon’s 
making,” he said. “They did not have to do 
this. What we’ve been saying from the be-
ginning, what we’ve been asking ... that we 
wanted to have a discussion about signing a 
stipulated election agreement.” 
Decatur noted that the College is still 
processing the counter motion, and de-
clined to comment on the filing.
On Wednesday, students, fac-
ulty and staff gathered in droves 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. to at-
tend Kenyon’s COVID-19 booster 
clinic at the Lowry Center, hosted 
in partnership with Knox Pub-
lic Health and Knox Community 
Hospital. By the end of the day, 
volunteers had administered 730 
doses, 504 of which were Pfizer, 
206 Moderna and 20 Johnson & 
Johnson. 
In addition to the COVID-19 
booster, the College also admin-
istered flu vaccines at the clinic, 
which are required for students 
this semester. Exact data about the 
number of flu vaccines given has 
yet to be confirmed by the College. 
Director of Health and Coun-
seling Chris Smith considered the 
clinic to be an “overwhelming suc-
cess” for Kenyon. “We are thrilled 
to have such dedicated staff, sup-
portive campus colleagues and 
collaborative community part-
ners. Today was a win for Ken-
yon College and the Knox County 
community,” Smith wrote in an 
email to the Collegian. 
For the 2021-22 academic year, 
The clinic also offered flu shots. | SARA HALEBLIAN
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Senior Soiree returns to the Hill, is a resounding success
On Nov. 12, the Senior Class 
Committee and the Office of Stu-
dent Engagement (OSE) hosted 
the first  Senior Soiree since 2019. 
Held in the Gund Commons ball-
room — a change from the event’s 
typical location in Peirce Dining 
Hall’s Thomas Hall — the annu-
al event celebrated the achieve-
ments of the Class of 2022.
Senior Class President Grant 
Holt ’22 said the event’s return 
was a monumental step towards a 
sense of normalcy. 
“On a recovering campus, I 
think the importance of Senior 
Soiree has never been more ap-
parent,” said Holt in an email to 
the Collegian. “The Senior Class 
needs as many opportunities as 
possible to make memories this 
year.”
From 8 p.m. to 11 p.m., around 
300 seniors attended the gather-
ing, which featured live music 
from student bands SERENA and 
Mount Vermin, student DJs and 
catering by AVI, all of whom were 
paid for their work.  
“Mount Vermin and SERENA 
both rocked the house,” Holt said. 
Senior Soiree is historically 
one of Kenyon’s most danger-
ous school-sponsored events. For 
many years, it was the event that 
recorded the most student hospi-
talizations due to alcohol intoxi-
cation. Holt noted that the Senior 
Class Committee took precau-
tions to ensure safety, making the 
event ticketed to prevent under-
age drinking and working along-
side AVI to provide heavier foods 
to accompany the catered alco-
hol.  
“I was told at the beginning of 
the year that if Soiree was danger-
ous again, the college would con-
sider axing it completely. Those 
were pretty high stakes,” he said.
The organizers’ efforts seem to 
have paid off: To his knowledge, 
not a single person needed medi-
cal assistance as a result of the 
event.
The Senior Class Committee 
also partnered with the Office of 
ARI BLUFFSTONE 
STAFF WRITER
Advancement to fundraise for the 
Kenyon Access Initiative, which 
provides scholarships to students 
from underrepresented back-
grounds. They raised $500 by so-
liciting donations when students 
registered for tickets online.  
The return of Senior Soiree 
comes as other large events — in-
cluding Family Weekend, a cap-
pella shows, Horn Gallery perfor-
mances and all-campus parties 
— are returning as well, albeit 
with precautions.  
According to Keiran Lorent-
zen ’22 who attended the soiree, 
this event provided a glimpse into 
pre-pandemic campus life.
“I thought that the soiree was 
a fun time,” he said.  “People were 
exercising a reasonable amount 
of caution, but it’s the first large 
event I’ve been to in some time 
where Covid wasn’t immediately 
on my mind in a crowd of people.” 
Holt agreed that Soiree pro-
vided something that seniors had 
not experienced in some time. 
“It’s been a very long time 
since the Senior class could gath-
er like that. Seeing everyone in 
that room was nothing less than 
a blessing, and a sign that Kenyon 
— slowly but surely — is climbing 
out of this pandemic,” Holt said. 
“We are recovering.”
Senior Class President Grant Holt and OSE led planning efforts for this year’s celebration.  | JACK ROMAN
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Modular Library Buildings are removed from Ransom Lawn
After three years of serv-
ing as temporary study and 
resource spaces in lieu of a 
library, the Library Buildings 
on Ransom Lawn will no lon-
ger take up space on Kenyon’s 
campus. Earlier this week, 
the College began removing 
these modular units, a pro-
cess that was originally slated 
to start in September. Direc-
tor of Project Planning and 
Management Seth D. Mil-
lam hopes that all three units 
will be gone by Thanksgiving 
Day.   
According to Millam, 
the process of removing the 
buildings — which were 
closed since the semester’s 
start — began earlier this se-
mester, and included discon-
necting utilities, removing 
the utility contents and sal-
vaging equipment. The re-
moval crew also performed 
minor repairs on the units in 
order to return them in suit-
able condition.
The College installed these 
modular units late in the 
spring of 2018 in response 
to the closing of the Olin 
and Chalmers Memorial Li-
brary and were intended to 
maintain a similar number of 
study spaces for student use. 
The modular buildings were 
officially closed with the 
opening of the new Chalmers 
Library this past September.
“Once the last modular 
section leaves the site we will 
move forward with the site 
reclamation portion of the 
work,” Millam wrote in an 
email to the Collegian.
Throughout the summer, 
College staff worked to relo-
cate equipment and supplies. 
From July until August, Li-
brary and Information Ser-
vices (LBIS) staff worked to 
pack up all the equipment 
in the buildings, moving 
books from off-site storage 
to Chalmers with aid from 
an outside f irm specializing 
in library moves. The College 
donated leftover furniture 
and shelving to several non-
profit organizations in the 
community, including Hope 
Now, the Knox County His-
torical Society and the Public 
Library of Mount Vernon & 
Knox County. 
The open green space will 
return to its original use as a 
part of Ransom Lawn for the 
f irst time since 2018. This 
process includes the removal 
of temporary sidewalks and 
utility taps installed back in 
2018. The College will then 
spread topsoil and seeds over 
the space, followed by fer-
tilizer and overseed in the 
spring.
Students and faculty alike 
are glad that Ransom Lawn is 
returning to its original state. 
Associate Vice President for 
Libraries and Strategic In-
novation Amy Badertscher 
AUDREY BAKER 
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CSAD hosts Veterans Day panel, discusses value of service
On Nov. 11, the Office of Alumni 
and Parent Engagement and Center 
for the Study for American Democ-
racy (CSAD) hosted a virtual panel 
in honor of Veterans Day. The panel, 
entitled “Citizenship, Service and the 
Liberal Arts,” explored the relation-
ship between military service and a 
liberal arts education. Moderated by 
Professor of Political Science and Di-
rector of CSAD David Rowe, the event 
also featured guest speakers, includ-
ing Lieutenant Commander Thomas 
Au ’08, Lieutenant Colonel Ron Bliss 
’68, Jenny Lu Mallamo ’08 and Greg 
Spaid ’68.
Following opening remarks from 
President Sean Decatur, Rowe intro-
duced each speaker and explained the 
goal of the discussion. “Our inten-
tion this evening is not a partisan de-
bate or the scoring of partisan points, 
but rather to strive for a construc-
tive, probing and civic discussion that 
takes others seriously,” he said. “[It] 
seeks to generate greater understand-
ing about the vital role that military 
service plays in our democracy and 
how the liberal arts may help our citi-
zenry to better appreciate, understand 
and use this awesome responsibility.”
The panel then began with dis-
cussion of a 1780 John Adams quote 
claiming that the study of politics and 
war and the study of the liberal arts 
progress linearly, with older genera-
tions studying the former so their de-
scendants can study the latter. Some 
of the speakers disputed this claim, 
arguing that all of these disciplines 
must necessarily coexist, and that a 
GRANT HOLT 
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noted she is happy to see the 
buildings removed.
“Seeing the Mods move 
off of Ransom Lawn is some-
thing I think we are all happy 
about,” Badertscher wrote in 
an email to the Collegian. “It 
will be nice to have that lawn 
as well as the expanded lawn 
in front of Chalmers for the 
students and events.”
society without the study of war is an 
impossible ideal.
“All of these [disciplines] exist to-
gether,” Bliss said. “All of them can 
exist together, and in a prosperous 
nation like ours they should exist to-
gether.”
The speakers went on to discuss the 
relationship between Kenyon’s mis-
sion statement and military service, 
particularly the meaning of “ lives of 
purpose and consequence” in rela-
tion to military service and the liberal 
arts. While the panelists agreed that a 
life of military service lived up to that 
ideal, Spaid expressed the importance 
of self-ref lection.
“It has to be entered into with deep 
questioning about the morality of 
what the nation is asking us to do,” he 
said. 
Au mentioned the intersection of 
the military and liberal arts at mili-
tary institutions such as the United 
States Army War College and Naval 
War College, degrees from which are 
required for those seeking command 
status.
“The point is not just to be well-
read,” Au said. “The point is the same 
goal as you have in Kenyon: to help 
you learn to think about issues and to 
think about the world from different 
angles.”
Other topics discussed included 
the role of war in today’s society, the 
obligations of both citizens and mil-
itary leaders to ensure proper use of 
force, and Kenyon’s responsibility as 
an institution to address and pursue 
these questions.
The full panel discussion lasted for 
an hour and 45 minutes and can be 
viewed online.
The modular units housed Library and Information Services since 2018. | COLLEGIAN ARCHIVES
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Two students perform Erik Satie’s “Vexations” for 20 hours
THERESA CARR 
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cent high-profile performance of the piece 
was characterized as a “silent scream” in 
response to the pandemic, but the origi-
nal meaning behind the composer’s call to 
play the work 840 times is unknown. 
Those interested in the performance 
could’ve watched Hiton and Bonnell’s 
collaborative effort in Brandi Recital Hall 
After talking to Dorian Rhea 
Debussy, associate director of 
Kenyon’s Office of Diversity, Eq-
uity, and Inclusion (ODEI), one 
can’t help but be impressed by all 
the initiatives they pilot on and 
off campus. As the first employee 
to come out as nonbinary while 
working at Kenyon, Debussy has 
worked tirelessly to cultivate sup-
port systems for the campus’ LG-
BTQ+ community, introduce in-
clusivity training for faculty and 
much more.   
Debussy took an early inter-
est in political science and queer 
military history during their un-
dergraduate career at Columbus 
State University and went on to 
achieve a Ph.D. in political sci-
ence, a M.A. in political science 
with a concentration in Ameri-
can studies, a graduate certifi-
cate in college instruction and a 
graduate certificate in feminist 
studies at the University of Con-
necticut.  
Debussy arrived at Kenyon in 
the fall of 2018, starting out as 
the assistant director of ODEI, a 
newly structured role with a spe-
cific focus on diverse genders and 
sexuality. In the summer of 2020, 
they were promoted to their cur-
rent position of associate direc-
tor, taking on even more admin-
istrative duties, including but 
not limited to coordinating safer 
sex resources across campus, su-
pervising Unity House and the 
Crozier Center for Women and 
managing the Student LGBTQ+ 
Diversity Fund. 
Aside from their responsibili-
ties at ODEI, Debussy also teach-
es Introduction to Queer Studies 
(WGS 121), the department’s first 
permanent queer studies course. 
MIA SNOW 
STAFF WRITER
Get to know Associate Director of ODEI Dorian R. Debussy
“Ethan and Eli are preparing an ex-
perience,” read posters taped around 
campus advertising an unusual musical 
performance. The simultaneously cryp-
tic and straightforward messaging ac-
curately represented the 20-hour piano 
performance of “Vexations” by Erik Satie, 
played by Eli Hiton ’23 and Ethan Bonnell 
’23 on Nov. 14 from 5 a.m. until 1 a.m the 
next day.
Satie’s “Vexations” itself does not take 
20 hours to play — it is a short, simple, yet 
eerie piece. Rather, Satie included a note 
that musicians have interpreted as a di-
rective to repeat the piece ad nauseum: “If 
one is to play this theme 840 times in suc-
cession, it would be good to prepare be-
forehand, and in the greatest silence with 
serious stillness,” reads the translation in-
cluded in the program. 
Avant-garde musician John Cage pop-
ularized “Vexations” in 1963, when he 
organized a rotating group of pianists to 
play the piece 840 times in a row. A re-
or on an online Twitch livestream, any-
time from when their performance began 
until they finished the 840 repetitions. 
The atmosphere was casual — attendees 
came and left at their pleasure, and sev-
eral brought homework or relaxed with a 
cup of tea.
Due to its simplicity, the piece appar-
ently did not require much attention to 
perform. At times the performers looked 
bored, their minds elsewhere. They occa-
sionally made off-handed remarks to the 
audience. “I expected to find myself get-
ting more annoyed as the day went on, 
with no sense of release, but towards the 
end of the day, I found myself at peace,” 
Bonnell shared.
At a stressful time in the semester, the 
performers faced academic constraints 
that prevented them from preparing with 
the solemnity Satie suggested. “I’ve come 
to the conclusion that the preparation is 
an important part of performing the piece 
and wish I’d done better,” Bonnell said, 
referring to exams that preoccupied him. 
“But I think if we did it again we would do 
it worse.”
Bonnell and Hiton wrote in the pro-
gram that they were not sure why they de-
cided to undertake the exercise. Two days 
later, Bonnell had not come to a more defi-
nite conclusion. “Before, I would have said 
‘I don’t know.’ Now I have a less satisfying 
answer. We chose to do it, and then we did 
it,” he said. “That’s all there is.” 
The College added the course to 
the curriculum in the spring of 
2019, after the women and gen-
der studies program, ODEI and 
students on campus expressed 
the need for the class as a fixture 
in Kenyon’s course offerings. De-
bussy explained that the course 
itself is fluid and ever-changing, 
fitting the interests and needs of 
the students in each particular 
semester. “In terms of the course 
content, each instructor is able to 
bring their own lens of analysis to 
the classroom,” they said. “When 
I teach it, we cover a wide range 
of thematic areas including edu-
cation, healthcare, politics and 
law, and media representation.”
As many responsibilities as 
Debussy tackles on campus, their 
expertise and commitments ex-
tend far beyond Kenyon. They are 
the founder and executive direc-
tor of the Ace and Aro Alliance 
of Central Ohio, the state’s first 
organization serving the asexual 
and aromantic community. 
Debussy has written sever-
al pieces centered on LGBTQ+ 
politics for various publications, 
including The Conversation and 
The Gay & Lesbian Review. When 
asked which article had been 
their favorite to write, Debussy 
pointed to their article titled 
“What We Can Learn From Mrs. 
America — And Why The ERA 
Fight Must Continue.” 
“[That article] was certainly 
the most fun to write,” they said. 
“It let me revisit several favorite 
episodes from FX’s Mrs. Ameri-
ca, which details the fight for the 
Equal Rights Amendment dur-
ing the 1970s.” But their most re-
cent upcoming publication, the 
third edition of Freedom to Serve: 
The Definitive Guide to the LG-
BTQ Military Service, is the work 
they take the most pride in. De-
bussy completed the new edition 
in December of 2020 after hav-
ing been commissioned by the 
Modern Military Association of 
America, the same organization 
that fought the Trump admin-
istration’s transgender military 
ban. 
The Biden administration lat-
er asked for an advance copy of 
the new edition. “I’m especially 
proud of the fact that the Biden 
presidential transition team re-
quested an advance copy of that 
publication, so that they could 
better understand the challenges 
facing transgender people in the 
military,” they said. 
While Debussy’s expertise 
and influences extend well be-
yond the boundaries of cam-
pus, they are very cognizant of 
the fact that every day brings on 
new challenges, even in the small 
town of Gambier. “No single day 
is the same in this particular 
role,” they said, “and I continue 
to focus on fostering LGBTQ+ 
inclusion and equity across cam-
pus and beyond.” 
Debussy started working at Kenyon in 2018 and is the first employee to come out as 
nonbinary while employed by the College. | COURTESY OF DORIAN RHEA DEBUSSY
Hiton and Bonnell played from 5 a.m. until 1 a.m. | THERESA CARR 
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How much does the world’s 
heaviest pumpkin weigh?
When do student residences close for 
Thanksgiving this year? 
Name two marsupials.
What does SSRI stand for?
Answer
2,702 lbs
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Kangaroo, koala



















Weekly Scores 3 2 2 1
Across
1 Moves for divers 
6 Natl. econ stats 
10 Finance co. rebranded  




15 Syria, once 
16 Give a Bronx cheer  
 to, say  
17 “... but _____ 
 forever”: Tennyson’s  
 Brook 
18 Latin threads 
19 By ____ 
 (from memory)  
20 ___  Aviv 
21 Money holders 
24 DVR button 
25 Composer of 
 “Leningrad 
 Symphony”
27 Add to a pile 
30 Beast of Borden?
31 1973 Toni Morrison  
 novel
32 Ringo’s is Richard
36 Trachea branches 
40 Apostle often
  referred to as 
 “The Zealot” 
41 Those to avoid in the  
 era of COVID  
43 Make over 
44 Given false hopes 
45 Shows off 
47 Food delivery and,  
 more literally, music
51 Ice cream eponym
52 Those who 
 understand  
53 Vaguely Celtic word  
 name for magical  
 creatures
56 South American 
 wildcat  
58 Pupil’s place 
59 Holy cheese? 
61 It welcomes   
 change? 
62 Film director 
 Dominic  
63 Black ball 
64 Part of a coding
 conditional 
65 Txts  
66 “The sun also _____,  
 and the sun goes   
 down”  
Down
1 Made in France 
2 Olympic sled




6 Large fishing hooks
7 One without roots
8 Some blondes? 
9 Gives a smug look  
 towards 
10 Watchdog’s warning
11 New Zealand native
12 Nahuatl language
13 Dvorak, for one 
22 After the ball?
23 Garden varieties 
25 Sequin 
26 Jury panels 
27 “The world’s local  
 bank” 
28 Overseas capital
29 Baseball family 
33 Wall St. org.
34 Dorian or Phyrgian
35 Son of Seth
37 Cash alternative
38 Epicurean pleasure  
 seeking  
39 Hematite and 
 magnetite 
42 Flurrying which 
 signals a season   
 change
45 Tree that starts   
 fires? 
46 Subordinate 
47 “12 Days of 
 Christmas” sextet
48 Piece of peace
49 Spinning toys 
50 Natural tables 
53 A Few ____ From  
 Thistles: Millay 
54 Arthur who was king  
 of the court? 
55 Superlatives 
57 Made a meal of 
60 Nintendo Switch   




"Dune" is a thought-provoking blockbuster, despite its flaws
MIA HUERTA
STAFF WRITER
Thursday, November 18 kenyoncollegian.comARTS6
With an inf lux of new films hitting 
the theaters this fall, moviegoers f locked 
to the big screen once again for the new 
sci-fi film “Dune.” Adapted from the 
six-book saga by Frank Herbert and di-
rected by Denis Villanueve, this epic 
story begins to unfold in the first movie 
of what will be a duology in the “Dune” 
universe. 
With such an unfamiliar dystopi-
an storyline, the film might seem a bit 
strange to movie-watchers not normally 
interested in sci-fi (such as myself). Ad-
ditionally, even though the movie has 
a massive cast of A-list actors and ac-
tresses, the reality of those characters’ 
time on screen falls a bit short. But after 
watching the two-and-a-half-hour, ac-
tion-packed motion picture, I was pleas-
antly surprised with the outcome.
First, I should emphasize that “Dune” 
is only the first half of the story. Because 
of this, the climaxes of the storyline don’t 
really occur in this movie — “Dune” acts 
more as a prequel for the other half of the 
story. Many reviews of the movie seemed 
disappointed by its incomplete nature 
and weren’t satisfied with the number 
of unanswered questions and cliffhang-
ers. However, as filming for the second 
movie is already planned for this coming 
July, many fans (including myself) are 
excited that the story will continue. 
Second, as monumental as it seems, 
the movie’s cast is a bit lacking in terms 
of their screen time in the movie. The 
main characters of the noble Atreides 
family — Lord Atreides, Lady Atre-
ides and their son Paul, played by Oscar 
Isaac, Rebecca Ferguson and Timothee 
Chalamet, respectively — are the only 
figures constantly shown throughout 
the movie. The Atreides family is the 
new noble line appointed by the emperor 
of their intergalactic world to rule over 
a land called Arrakis — similar in land-
scape and atmosphere to the Star Wars 
planet of Tatooine — where the majority 
of the plot takes place. Characters played 
by Josh Brolin and Jason Mamoa serve 
the Atreides family and are close to Paul, 
but are not seen often in the movie. 
Other main actors that fans expected 
to have big roles in the huge film, such 
as Zendaya or Javier Bardem, serve as 
supplementary characters to Paul’s de-
velopment, but only act in about 10-15 
Opera and Music Theater Workshop makes return to Brandi
On Nov. 12, Kenyon's Opera 
and Music Theater Workshop 
(OpShop) held their annual win-
ter performance, in Brandi Re-
cital Hall, for the first time in 
two years. 
This year’s performance was 
titled “An Evening of Solos and 
Duets,” which consisted of 16 
songs selected from musicals 
and operas. Every member of 
OpShop performed a solo of 
their choice, and were paired up 
to sing at least one duet. 
This semester’s OpShop cast 
was a bit smaller than in previ-
ous years. Unlike previous years 
which have consisted of full mu-
sicals or operas, the group pur-
posefully scaled down their per-
formance to solos and duets in 
case the College tightened COV-
ID-19 restrictions on how many 
performers could be on stage.
“It was a small but particular-
ly talented group, and I think we 
all walked away from last night 
pretty happy with how things 
turned out,” Kaiya Case ’22 said.
Highlights from the night 
consisted of Sydney Goldstein’s 
’24 costume changes and remov-
al of her shoe during “On the 
Steps of the Palace” from Into the 
Woods, as well as Case’s raw and 
emotional ballad “Sonya Alone” 
from Natasha, Pierre and the 
Great Comet of 1812.
It was clear that each per-
former paid attention to detail 
with their sustained eye contact 
during duets and use of props, 
such as the dagger in Stefano 
De Maria’s ’22 “Confrontation” 
from Jekyll and Hyde and the 
handkerchiefs in “Ohio” from 
Wonderful Town sung by Gold-
stein and Linnea Mumma ’22.
Choreography was minimal 
but effective, as Maren Helman-
cy ’24 and Case awed the crowd 
while pretending to be out for a 
drive in their duet, “Freedom” 
from The Unauthorized Biog-
raphy of Samantha Brown. Ad-
ditionally, Virginia Morgan ’24 
occasion and did a terrific job. 
The audience could still under-
stand the performers' words as 
well as their dramatic inten-
tions.” 
Next semester, according 
to Marcellana, OpShop will be 
working on a French program, 
including songs from operas and 
musicals set in France or con-
taining French words.
Overall, the sentimentality 
BRYN SAVIDGE
ARTS ASSISTANT 
and Paul Ridder’s ’23 duet “The 
Song that Goes Like This” from 
Monty Python’s Spamalot re-
ceived many laughs from the 
audience as they interacted with 
the pianist and circled the stage. 
The last song, “Live Forever” 
from Moment by Moment, was 
sung by the entire company, 
filling Brandi Recital Hall with 
cheerful harmony. 
While COVID-19 restric-
tions shut down the class for the 
past few semesters, the group 
was certainly excited to be able 
to sing together again. “I am so 
thankful that we are back, and 
that I have a wonderful group of 
students this semester,” Jennifer 
Marcellana, director of OpShop, 
said. “This is the first time we've 
had an OpShop performance 
where the students wore masks, 
but everybody really rose to the 
of OpShop’s members made the 
night’s performance enjoyable. 
Despite being masked, their 
glimmering eyes and beaming 
faces expressed their love for the 
group. “It’s been a real highlight 
of my time at Kenyon — it’s a 
very small niche, full of obscure 
song selections, odd couples and 
saccharine choreography, but 
absolutely beloved by the few of 




minutes cumulatively in the two-and-
a-half-hour movie. Despite only being 
on screen with Lady Atreides and Paul 
in the last five minutes of the film, the 
characters were supposed to share deep 
connections with the Atreides family. 
Some fans were disappointed, but other 
members of the audience seemed very 
excited to see where these characters 
would take the plot in the sequel.  
After “Dune” finished and I walked 
out of the theater, my head was filled 
with many unanswered questions. More 
so, however, I was fascinated by Vil-
lenueve’s world building. Ultimately, the 
plot and setting explain the extraterres-
trial world phenomenally, and the sto-
rytelling definitely makes “Dune” one 
of the more memorable and impressive 




Clockwise from top left: Stefano De Maria '22, Maren Helmacy '24, Linnea Mumma '22, Sydney Goldstein '24, Ava 
Messinger 24, Kaiya Case '22 and Paul Ridder '23 on Rosse Hall steps.  | COURTESY OF JENNIFER MARCELLANA 
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Keep street photography a subtle artThanksgiving 
break should be 
a break  — for 
everyone
Thanksgiving break is only days away, and we 
are all feeling the effects of the first 12 weeks of 
the semester. This fall, especially, we’ve sensed a 
shift on campus: Reeling from the stress of post-
pandemic expectations despite still operating in 
a pandemic-driven world, students, faculty and 
staff all seem particularly exhausted. We at the 
Collegian ask that you all go easy on yourselves 
this coming week, as you’ve all earned this much-
needed break. Hopefully it will serve as a way 
for everyone to recuperate and end the semester 
strong. 
Additionally, we ask that Kenyon professors 
adhere to the grace period and not assign any ad-
ditional work to their students over the course of 
the next week. This Thanksgiving is the first time 
in nearly two years that many families will be 
able to gather together in one place without wor-
rying about Zoom memberships or unreliable 
Wi-Fi. This reunion ought to be uninterrupted 
by the stressors of college life. Students should 
not have to think twice about their upcoming fi-
nals or current school assignments, and should 
be able to focus completely on resting and con-
necting with friends and family, especially dur-
ing such a challenging semester. 
With the adjustment back to more of a normal 
college life, we have struggled to balance com-
mitments and maintain motivation. Excluding 
two days of fall break, the portion of the fall se-
mester from September to November is the lon-
gest without a pause all academic year. It is al-
ready an exhausting stretch, and at this stage of 
the pandemic, energy is at an all-time low. To 
perform to the best of our abilities on final exams 
and papers, we need this week of break to recover 
and re-energize. We have worked hard to reach 
Thanksgiving with the promise of respite, and 
professors need to honor that time off we have 
earned.
College employees, too, deserve substantial 
rest this break. To meet student demands while 
understaffed, most AVI workers haven’t had 
more than a few days off since students arrived 
on campus in August. They are not alone: Many 
workers in the Village have had to accommodate 
the mass influx of students who frequent their 
restaurants throughout the semester. Professors 
are often inundated with grading during this pe-
riod, as well, and we hope that they will choose to 
rest and relax during this break. 
What often feels like an unrelenting wave of 
stress, anxiety and exhaustion is finally coming 
to a pause, and we sincerely hope students and 
staff alike will be able to rest, relax and enjoy this 
holiday break. Eat some stuffing. Gather with 
friends and family. Just breathe. 
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-
in-chief  Jordy Fee-Platt ’22 and  Linnea Mumma 
’22, managing editor Amanda Pyne ’22 and exec-
utive director Joe Wint ’22. You can contact them 
at feeplatt1@kenyon.edu, mumma1@kenyon.edu, 
pyne1@kenyon.edu and wint1@kenyon.edu, respec-
tively.
Over my gap year, I picked up photography as a hobby. I started by taking pictures of my friends and the gar-
dens around my home with my dad’s old digital Fuji camera, and then transitioned to photos of nightlife and 
sunset outings with a borrowed film camera. This year, after developing an interest in street photography, I saved 
up just enough to buy myself a Fujifilm x100v. During one of my first-ever street photography experiences, an old 
lady and her friends playing cards in front of a New York City Dunkin Donuts gave me the finger when I walked 
by and took a picture of them. 
Street photography aims to document everyday life, particularly in urban landscapes through candid, sponta-
neous photos when your subject isn’t aware they’re being photographed, resulting in a more honest and powerful 
image than if it were staged. You can almost think of it as a form of visual poetry from the way these photographs 
prompt us to think about the minute details of everyday life. The challenge of street photography is to bring form 
and coherency to the randomness that’s happening around us. But do street photographers ever take it too far? 
One photographer I came across recently whose work can answer this question is Mark Cohen, an American 
photographer renowned for his confrontational, close-up flash photography. Cohen is not afraid to trespass your 
space with his camera. His photographs are direct, extremely personal, and have a degree of intimacy that’s rare 
and difficult to capture from afar. His street photography serves as a dynamic journal of what he personally notic-
es, as well as his interactions with his subjects. But as innovative as his photos may be, this form of photography, 
especially in the modern day, can be extremely invasive and even become borderline harassment. 
Those who adopt his evocative technique skulk the busy streets on the lookout for interesting people and de-
tails often overlooked in the humdrum of everyday life. Once they choose their subject of interest, they make the 
calculated risk to approach them just inches away, snapping a quick shot, and then hastily careening away.
On one hand, being a photographer doesn’t grant you the creative license to invade other people’s space with-
out consent, especially when the subject of interest is someone else’s body. I would not be surprised if street pho-
tographers who attempt Cohen’s chummy method of photography today end up walking away with a black eye. 
But these photographs, regardless of their controversial nature, are actually pretty great because of their abil-
ity to capture their subject’s candid, raw energy. It takes courage, a robust understanding of your camera and 
environment, to be able to compose a shot on the fly like Cohen does. So with all this considered, where is the 
line between great art and privacy? Is there a limit on how much personal space there should be when getting in 
your subject’s bubble? And what are some ways photographers can push the limits of their art while making sure 
it doesn’t lose the reality of the moment in which it was made? 
Gregory Spaid, Kenyon’s former photography professor, shares that the job of a street photographer is to take 
something that seems ordinary and invest meaning and beauty into it. Spaid explains that streets in urban cities 
can be compared to a “sidewalk ballet,” a term he coined from Jane Jacobs’ The Death and Life of American Cities. 
Kids are whizzing down the street to catch the school bus, construction workers are readying their safety gear, 
while others are running up the block with their yorkshire terriers or briefcases for the day ahead — there’s an 
ebb and flow of different people minding their own business. As a street photographer, Spaid’s job is to look for 
something meaningful in the gestures of those people by turning those fleeting moments into a universal state-
ment about the human condition. 
People who are in public know they’re going to be seen, and in urban areas as rambunctious as New York, they 
purposely dress to do so! According to Spaid, this is true especially in places like music festivals, horse races, or 
motorcycle rallies — people are there to be on display. It isn’t the same violation as if you took a photo in some-
one’s private space. There is a huge difference between snapping a shot of your eccentric neighbor in his Sunday-
morning briefs while he struggles with his lawnmower, and a shot of the man with the braided beard and red 
cowboy boots you passed on the subway. 
Of course, it varies from culture to culture. But the vast majority of people don’t really care as long as you’re 
discreet and respectful about it; if anything, based on Spaid’s experience, they’re often flattered that someone 
paid attention to them in the first place. If they ask you why you took a photo of them, take advantage of the op-
portunity and engage in conversation.
I think the misconception here is that people assume street photographers are out to expose them — a fair 
misconception considering the state of modern media today — but the majority of the time, street photographers 
do their best to honor their subjects. 
There are many innovative ways you can take on street photography without approaching your subjects the 
way Mark Cohen does. For Spaid’s collection Pedestrians, for example, he cleverly lowers his shutter speed just 
enough to create a blur effect while tracking his subjects’ rhythm with his viewfinder from a bird’s-eye view, stay-
ing out of sight while freezing his subject’s blurred movements in the frame. Be innovative and clever, yet discreet 
about your techniques. That’s what street photography is all about! 
Angie Tran ’25 is a columnist for the Collegian. She is an undeclared major from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 
She can be reached at tran1@kenyon.edu.
ANGIE TRAN 
COLUMNIST
The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and 
the world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to 
the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community are welcome to 
express opinions through a letter to the editor. 
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian 
cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, 
and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday prior to 
publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest 
and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any submission. The views 





As an alumnus and former union 
organizer, I support the efforts of stu-
dents to form a union of undergraduate 
workers at Kenyon. 
Last year, I was among nearly 50 
journalists who came together to 
unionize the newsroom of a daily news-
paper in Virginia. Since then, employ-
ees have secured wage increases, sever-
ance protections, better parental leave, 
and the safeguard to not be terminated 
without just cause. None of this would 
have been possible without the federal 
protections that a union affords.
The administration’s objections to 
a union at Kenyon seem to me short-
sighted and, if not disingenuous, at 
least misinformed. One of the Col-
lege’s main objections is that a union 
would conflict with its educational 
mission. Yet it’s not clear why the ba-
sic workplace protections that a union 
provides would imperil this goal. (In 
fact, involvement in the nitty-gritty 
work of a union is just the kind of re-
al-world, “high-impact” learning ex-
perience the College would otherwise 
tout.) Other objections — that a union 
is a “third party” and would “materi-
ally compromise” the relationships 
among students, faculty and staff, in 
the administration’s words — are tired, 
anti-union talking points that are not 
true. And the particular quibble that a 
wall-to-wall union is inappropriate for 
a diverse student workforce begs the 
question: Would the College support 
recognizing multiple unions for differ-
ent student work groups? That seems 
doubtful.
I am ever grateful for the opportu-
nities, including work-study, that at-
tending Kenyon presented me. Most 
significantly, Kenyon fostered lifelong 
friendships. A good union is like such 
a relationship: It nurtures collegiality 
and is built on trust and mutual re-
spect. 
What a remarkable opportunity Ke-
nyon has to promote itself as home of 
the first comprehensive undergraduate 
worker union in the country. I hope the 




Letter to the editor: the College should recognize K-SWOC
Thursday, November 18 | kenyoncollegian.com
I’ve been a student at Kenyon longer 
than most people. As one of 37 second-se-
mester seniors set to graduate in Decem-
ber (not to jinx it or anything), I know this 
campus like I know an old friend. So it’s 
ironic that the most profound emotion I’ve 
felt all semester is loneliness. 
I guess it was to be expected. The friend 
group I spent the majority of my time with 
graduated last spring, so obviously life 
was going to look different. And between 
studying abroad my junior year and COV-
ID upending the concept of normal life on 
campus, I haven’t had many opportunities 
to befriend underclassmen. I wasn’t under 
any impression that I would be crushing it 
in the social life department this semester. 
But I’m an introvert who generally enjoys 
spending time alone, and it wasn’t like I 
knew nobody, so I assumed my last semes-
ter at Kenyon would be fine.
Being a second-semester senior is lonelier than I anticipated
Abortions laws leave women with no choice but to speak out 
On the Nov. 6 episode of Sat-
urday Night Live, Cecily Strong 
donned a clown costume to talk 
about the “clown abortion” she 
had the day before her 23rd birth-
day. The skit, prompted by the re-
cent heartbeat bill passed into law 
in Texas, was a darkly comical way 
for Strong to share her own expe-
rience with abortion and speak 
to how important her access to it 
was. With every new bill aimed 
at threatening the constitutional 
right granted to women by Roe v. 
Wade, it seems that another actor, 
artist or writer is prompted to pub-
licly open up about what access to 
abortion meant to her, despite the 
innate personal nature of the deci-
sion. It is with exceeding grace and 
courage that these women share 
their stories, but they should not 
have to do so in the first place. 
MARY HESTER 
OPINIONS EDITOR
In the skit, Strong’s costar Co-
lin Jost says that she doesn’t have 
to go through with this act — 
namely, dress as a clown to talk 
about a very serious real-life ex-
perience of hers — to which she 
responds, “I wish I didn’t have to 
do this, because the abortion that 
I had at 23 is my own personal 
clown business, but that’s all some 
people in this country want to talk 
about even though it was legalized 
in this country in 1973.”
For plenty of women like 
Strong, the decision to have an 
abortion was likely a last resort, 
something that, while difficult 
and, in many cases, traumatic, was 
still what would ultimately be the 
right choice for her and her family. 
Repeated attempts to dismantle 
access to abortion mean constant 
retraumatization for many women 
who may just be trying to move on 
from that time in their lives. Talk-
ing about it cannot be easy, but 
when women — especially those 
who are successful — use their 
platforms to argue that they would 
not be where they are without 
their abortion, the vulnerability of 
the situation is invaluable. 
When Busy Philipps, in a simi-
larly public setting to Strong’s, 
spoke about her abortion at 15 on 
her show Busy Tonight, she noted 
the huge number of women for 
whom abortion was a necessary 
route. “While many people might 
think they do not know some-
one who has had an abortion,” 
Philipps stated, “you know me.” 
We also know Stevie Nicks, Glo-
ria Steinham, Chelsea Handler, 
Whoopi Goldberg and the many 
more women of notoriety who 
have gone on the public record to 
talk about their abortions. While I 
wish that they did not have to do 
this in the first place, I am con-
fident that in the face of all these 
threats to abortion, women shar-
ing their stories is actively raising 
awareness about how integral it is 
that abortion is protected. 
It is estimated that one in four 
women will have an abortion by 
the time she turns 45. Maybe that 
one is your aunt, a friend from 
home who calls you crying one 
night or even the girl you sit next 
to every day in class. In any case, 
the chances are that you too know 
someone for whom abortion has 
been the only option. This means 
that the laws that are passed in 
the halls of state houses across the 
country have real implications for 
women all over this country. Just 
this month, Ohio Republicans in-
troduced House Bill 480, which 
would outlaw abortion at any stage 
of a woman’s pregnancy, only al-
lowing exceptions when the moth-
er’s health is in danger. 
All of this is to say that being a 
woman in a country that constant-
ly threatens your access to a basic 
form of healthcare is an inherently 
political act. Central to the deci-
sion made in Roe v. Wade in 1973 
was the fact that what a woman 
chooses to do with her pregnan-
cy should be kept between her 
and her doctor. When these laws 
aimed at policing women’s bodies 
are passed, however, some women 
rightly believe that they cannot af-
ford to stay silent. Access to abor-
tion must remain safe, legal and 
accesssible, no matter how many 
times lawmakers must be remind-
ed. And until that is possible, I will 
continue to celebrate those wom-
en who chose to speak out. Their 
vulnerability will, if nothing else, 
remind people how far we have 
come and how far we have yet to 
go.
Mary Hester ’22 is an opinions 
editor for the Collegian and a polit-
ical science major from Blooming-
dale, Ill. She can be reached at hes-
ter2@kenyon.edu. 
Instead, it’s just day after day of feeling 
lost in my own home. 
Before I get into it, I want to say that I 
love the friends I have on campus. They 
have been the brightest part of the past few 
months for me, and they save my life every 
other day. But having friends isn’t the same 
thing as having a community. There are 
people I feel safe with, but when the sched-
uled hangout time ends so does any sense 
of belonging. The loneliness is as deafen-
ing as the servery during a lunch rush — 
coincidentally, a place that has made me 
more aware of my isolation than anything.
I don’t mean to imply there’s some sys-
temic problem here. I’ve always been of 
the opinion that Kenyon is a place filled 
with interesting, beautiful and very nice 
people. I know many of their names, like 
their photos on Instagram, wave to them 
on Middle Path. But I’ve struggled with 
social anxiety for pretty much my entire 
life, which makes it difficult to know how 
to acceptably overcome acquaintanceship. 
Like yeah, they complimented my George 
Catlin analysis, but do they really want to 
hear about my personal life? 
As a second-semester senior, this anx-
iety has increased tenfold. I am just as 
desperate for connection as when I was a 
first year, but the people in my classes and 
residence hall are no longer in the same 
boat. They have built routines and support 
systems throughout their time here. They 
might be open to meeting new people, but 
it’s not a necessity. And I get it — I was the 
same way. My people just live in differ-
ent cities now. So I’m back to square one, 
except I’ve also been here long enough to 
remember what Olin Library smelled like. 
It’s a weird place to be. 
I recognize that a lot of my issues are 
self-imposed. I’m sure many people in 
my exact position would figure out a way 
to thrive. However, I know there is power 
in shared experience. I simply do not be-
lieve that I’m the only upperclassman who 
feels lonely or out-of-place. So yeah, I’m a 
little embarrassed to be writing this, and 
even more embarrassed to still be giving 
myself the same “put yourself out there!” 
pep talks that I was four years ago. But 
there’s a chance that reading this might 
make someone feel a little less alone. And 
if there’s anything I’ve learned this fall, it’s 
how valuable that can be. 
I want to end this piece on a positive 
note. My last semester at Kenyon has been 
difficult, but it’s made me more apprecia-
tive of when people are kind. I’ve learned 
to be more open about how I’m feeling, 
which I think has made the friendships I 
do have stronger. I try to start a conversa-
tion with one new person every day. It’s 
mostly for me, but it’s also for them. We all 
should feel seen and heard. 
Mae Hunt ’22 is an arts editor for the 
Collegian and an English major from Alex-
andria, Va. She can be reached at hunt1@
kenyon.edu.
Lords beat Catholic, lose in crushing fashion to Messiah
CALEB NEWMAN 
SPORTS EDITOR
The Lords soccer team was 
the only Kenyon fall sports 
team to advance past the 
NCAC tournament and into 
the NCAA Division III Tour-
nament. After losing to Deni-
son University in the confer-
ence-tit le game, the Lords got 
a tough draw and had to trav-
el to Messiah University in 
Mechanicsburg, Pa, for a win 
or go home tournament. The 
Lords knocked off Catholic 
University of America (D.C.) 
in the f irst round on Satur-
day, before concluding their 
season in a heartbreaking 
loss to No. 8 Messiah Univer-
sity on Sunday.
On a windy Saturday, the 
Lords kicked off the tourna-
ment with a 4-1 win against 
the Catholic University Car-
dinals. While neither team 
scored a goal in the f irst half, 
both teams had their respec-
tive chances. In the second 
minute, Sebastian Gaese ’23 
got a header in the box, but 
steered it just wide of the net. 
After that chance, Catho-
lic seemed to sett le into the 
game, limiting opportuni-
ties for the Lords. Both teams 
continued getting their fair 
share of offensive looks, with 
each team earning four cor-
ner kicks in the f irst half 
alone. 
When both teams switched 
sides at halftime, the game 
started to favor Kenyon. Less 
than f ive minutes into the 
second, the Lords went up by 
two goals. The f irst shot the 
Lords took in the second half 
was blocked out of bounds by 
a Cardinals’ defender, while 
the Cardinals’ goalie was out 
of the net. On the ensuing 
corner kick, Gaese put the 
ball in the back of the net. A 
minute and a half later, Mac 
Nardiello-Smith ’23 took 
a shot from outside of the 
box that beat the Cardinals’ 
keeper and put the Lords in 
control of the game. Kenyon 
continued to play well going 
forward, f inishing the half 
with 16 shots. 
In the 58th minute, the 
Lords had a fast break when 
the Cardinals’ goalkeeper 
tripped up Sam Carson ’22 
on a clear and obvious goal-
scoring opportunity. The ref-
eree did not hesitate to pull 
out a red card from his pock-
et, dealing a blow to the Car-
dinals’ chances of producing 
a comeback. Minutes later, 
Gerardo Martinez ’25 scored 
a goal of his own, after as-
sisting on the previous two 
goals. However, on the ensu-
ing kickoff the Cardinals re-
duced the Lords’ lead back to 
two by scoring their only goal 
of the game. In the 76th min-
ute, though, Alem Duratovic 
’25 scored, putting the Lords 
up three goals. From there 
the Lords continued to con-
trol the pace of the game un-
til the f inal whistle to earn a 
matchup with the host team.
The Lords returned to the 
f ield on Sunday at 3 p.m. to 
face the No. 8 Messiah Fal-
cons in the second round. 
Kenyon was a consistent top-
25 team this year, so this 
matchup was not as lopsided 
as a traditional second-round 
game. On Sunday, the Lords 
in fact looked like the better 
team for most of the game. 
As in the Catholic game, 
Kenyon came out on the at-
tack, frequently possessing 
the ball in their attacking 
half of the f ield. However, it 
was the Falcons who struck 
f irst, in the 16th minute. Af-
ter possessing the ball in the 
box, a Falcon was dragged 
down to give Messiah a pen-
alty kick. The penalty was 
put into the corner with such 
pace that despite Kenyon 
goalkeeper Jack Pedreschi ’25 
guessing correctly, he could 
not get a hand on the ball. 
After taking a 1-0 lead, the 
Falcons were forced to defend 
against a pesky Lords squad 
who looked for an equalizer. 
In the 25th minute, the Lords 
received a corner kick, and 
the ball found the head of 
Aidan Burns ’24, who steered 
it just wide of the net. Carson 
would record a shot on net in 
the next minute, but the Mes-
siah keeper was able to make 
a save. The Falcons’ goal-
keeper made four saves in the 
f irst half to keep Kenyon off 
the board. 
The Lords started the sec-
ond half with their foot on the 
gas pedal, and f inally broke 
through the Falcons’ defense 
off of a rocket from Martinez 
from outside the box in the 
65th minute. Kenyon  contin-
ued to dominate possession 
after the goal, keeping the 
ball in the Falcons’ half. In 
the 83rd minute, the Falcons 
found themselves in a great 
position in the f inal third. 
After a couple of quick, skil l-
ful passes, the ball found its 
way into the Lords’ net. 
Kenyon quickly got balls 
into the Falcons’ box, mak-
ing the last seven minutes to 
the f inish line diff icult for 
Messiah. A corner kick in the 
88th minute saw the ball f ind 
Gaese, who f ired a power-
ful shot towards the bottom 
left corner of the goal. The 
Falcons’ goalkeeper reacted 
quickly, making a phenom-
enal save to keep his team 
ahead by one. Seconds before 
time ran out, Gaese hit the 
post with one f inal shot that 
bounced back into the f ield of 
play. The f inal whistle blew, 
and the Lords players col-
lapsed to the ground, know-
ing their season was over. 
The Lords returned home 
to a snow-covered campus 
with a f inal record of 16-3-1. 
Head Coach Chris Brown was 
incredibly proud of the way 
the team played, not only in 
the two games in Pennsylva-
nia, but throughout the whole 
season. Brown noted that, un-
like other colleges, the Lords 
did not get a spring season 
last semester. Throughout 
the fall, the team gained con-
fidence and built chemistry, 
but even though they con-
trolled possession for most 
of the game on Sunday, it was 
not enough to push the Lords 
into the third round of the 
tournament. Brown wrote in 
an email to the Collegian that 
he remained positive about 
the season as a whole. “[I] was 
very proud of [the team], glad 
to be their coach and can’t 
wait for 2022!!”
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Gerardo Martinez ’25 was a standout performer in the NCAA tournament, scoring against Messiah University.  | SEJIN KIM/KENYONSID/NCAA
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FINN ANDERS
STAFF WRITER 
Kenyon prevails on Senior Day over Hiram, finishes at 3-7
The Kenyon College foot-
ball team finished its 2021 
season on Saturday with a 21-
16 victory over Hiram Col-
lege. Throughout the game, the 
Lords gained an impressive 269 
rushing yards on 44 carries, 
roughly 6.1 yards per carry. 
The game started slow, with 
the only score of the first half 
coming on a Terrier 30-yard 
field goal. Hiram led 3-0 go-
ing into the half, and the first 
points on the board for Ken-
yon didn’t come until the 9:23 
mark in the third quarter. The 
eight-play, 62-yard drive ended 
with an A.J. Allen ’22 touch-
down pass to Andrew Schnarre 
’23. In the third quarter, the 
Lords took a 14-7 lead after 
marching down the field with 
an 11-play drive. Shortly after, 
the Terriers scored to cut the 
Lords lead to four heading into 
the final quarter of play. Early 
in the fourth, the Lords scored 
a touchdown, but the Terriers 
answered with a touchdown 
of their own on the following 
drive. 
The final minutes left fans 
and players on the edge of their 
seats. The Terriers got the ball 
with 40 seconds left down by 
five points, but the Lords’ de-
fense prevailed, preventing Hi-
ram from advancing past their 
own 33 yard line. The time ran 
out on the Terriers’ offense, re-
sulting in a win for the home 
team on Senior Day. “The Hi-
ram game was certainly a 
thrill. Being down 0-3 going 
into halftime was not the posi-
tion that we hoped to be in, but 
it was evident that the game 
would change in our favor once 
the third quarter started,” said 
linebacker Jimmy Lane ’22, 
who made four tackles in his 
final game as a senior. “Seeing 
how we were able to come to-
gether as a team and not be just 
one offense and one defense 
shows how we were able to con-
tinuously improve throughout 
the season.” The Lords finished 
the year 3-7 (3-6).
For seniors, this was the 
last game that they played rep-
TATI GROSS 
STAFF WRITER
Blu-Ray and SERF advance to nationals in snowy conditions
Last weekend, both of Kenyon’s ulti-
mate frisbee teams — Blu-Ray and SERF 
— competed in the Ohio Valley region-
al tournament in Columbus. The teams 
were tasked with competing against 
the top teams from three conferences 
and playing through 10 mph winds and 
snowfall. Despite the grueling condi-
tions, Blu-Ray and SERF both succeed-
ed with f lying colors and qualified for 
the collegiate national championship in 
Norco, Calif. 
Blu-Ray had to play four pool-play 
matches at the start of their tournament 
to advance to the next round. They faced 
Lehigh University (Pa.) to kick things 
off. While the weather conditions made 
competition difficult, Lehigh turned out 
to be a formidable opponent regardless 
and ran away with a 10-4 victory. Still, 
Kenyon did not let an early loss hinder 
their abilities in the slightest. Blu-Ray 
went on to defeat The College of Wooster 
7-3, just minutes after the conclusion of 
their prior match against Lehigh. Now 
with the momentum on their side, Blu-
Ray had no issue conquering rival Ober-
lin College 5-2. 
Looking to start Sunday in the win-
ner’s bracket, the team handily won their 
match against Swarthmore College (Pa.) 
10-4. Their 4-0 finish in the pool meant 
they would face off in a rematch against 
Lehigh for a berth in the champion-
ship tournament. Despite Blu-Ray gain-
ing heavy momentum, Lehigh defeated 
Kenyon again by a score of 10-4. For-
tunately, the team still had a chance to 
qualify for nationals in the second-place 
match against Swarthmore, whom they 
had also defeated the day before. While 
the contest was closer than the previ-
ous matchup, Candela de Amorrortu ’23 
secured Blu-Ray’s spot in the national 
championship by making a timely cut 
across the endzone to win the game 8-4.
SERF began their tournament with 
three pool-play matches. First, they com-
peted against Messiah College (Pa.). The 
frigid morning air and wind made the 
contest an ugly one, but Kenyon’s strong 
start gave them a 8-6 victory. Grove City 
College (Pa.) was SERF’s next opponent 
and ultimately proved troublesome. 
While the game stayed close until the 
end, Grove City handed SERF their first 
and only loss of the tournament with a 
12-8 final score. SERF finished off their 
pool matches against Xavier University, 
whom they had no trouble defeating, 
winning 15-4. 
Despite a 2-1 finish in their pool, Ke-
nyon was relegated to the loser’s bracket, 
meaning they had to win four games in 
a row in order to advance to the nation-
al championship. SERF’s first bracket 
match was against Cedarville Universi-
ty. The game was tied at 9-9 after time 
had expired. SERF would win after scor-
ing the universe point in an overtime 
period on a brilliant catch from Michael 
Gleason ’22.
The next day, SERF’s rematch against 
Messiah proved to be as riveting as their 
last game. After a tight game, Logan Re-
imbold-Thomas ’22 threaded a pass to 
Jackson Killea ’23, scoring another uni-
verse point to secure a 9-8 victory. Grove 
City was Kenyon’s third opponent of the 
tournament stage, and unlike the first 
time, they won 8-7. Finally, SERF lined 
up to face Oberlin College, with the win-
ner earning a trip to the national cham-
pionship. The competition was tied at 
the start, but Kenyon eventually pulled 
ahead. As the final horn rang through 
the snowy air, Kenyon rejoiced: With a 
9-6 victory, they had secured their spot 
in the championship. 
Jack Provenza ’23 scored a 28-yard touchdown in the fourth quarter on Saturday. | SEJIN KIM/KENYONSID/NCAA
resenting Kenyon. Lane says 
he will remember this game 
for a long time, as well as his 
four years on the team. “Be-
ing a part of this team for the 
last four years is something 
that I would not trade for the 
world,” Lane said. “The people 
I have met and the brotherhood 
that was created on this team 
is something that I hold very 
dearly.”
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Emma Becker ’22 qualifies for NCAA Championship Meet
The Kenyon cross-coun-
try teams wrapped up their 
seasons this past Saturday at 
the NCAA Regional Meet in 
Shelbyville, Ind. 
The Lords, looking to build 
on a disappointing perfor-
mance at the NCAC Champi-
onships, finished 25th with a 
score of 699 points. John Car-
roll University took first with 
a score of 62 points. As with 
the NCAC Championships, 
Keegan Minahan ’24 led the 
way for the Lords, finishing 
the race with a time of 26:36.0, 
earning him an 80th-place fin-
ish. Coming in less than 30 
seconds after him was Peter 
Bernhardt ’25, with a 110th-
place finish. The Lords’ other 
finishers were Jeremy Baier ’22 
(162nd, 27:52.4), Jack Burczak 
’23 (166th, 27:54.3), Jack Caine 
(196th, 28:36.2), Daniel Lane 
’22 (208th, 28:55.9) and Mi-
chael Deal ’23 (236th, 29:53.2).
The Ladies earned a 15th-
place finish, scoring 401 
points. The first-place team, 
Hope College (Mich.), won the 
race with a score of 98 points. 
Pacing the Ladies was Emma 
Becker ’22, who placed 16th 
out of 266 runners with a time 
of 22:34.5. Her finish earned 
her All-Region honors and a 
spot at the NCAA Champion-
ship Meet. Despite being the 
only Kenyon runner to qualify 
for the National Championship 
Meet, Becker felt good about 
her entire team’s performance. 
“I was really happy with my 
race, especially since so many 
of my teammates ran [personal 
records],” Becker said.
Among those teammates 
who finished with personal 
bests were Anna Harnsberger 
’23 (39th, 23:08.0), Ella Wil-
son ’23 (79th, 23:42.8), Davida 
Harris ’22 (135th, 25:08.7), Ce-
cily King ’22 (141st, 25:12.5), 
Jenna Leonard ’25 (154th, 
25:24.7) and Lindsey Neff ’25 
(207th, 27:00.3).
Despite her stellar perfor-
mance, Becker did not know 





ify for the national champi-
onship. “I was really hoping 
to qualify for Nationals, but 
I definitely did not expect to 
based on my times this season, 
so it was super exciting to hear 
the news,” Becker said. 
After the cross-country sea-
son was cancelled last year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Becker is especially excited 
to have a final chance to rep-
resent the Ladies. “It means a 
lot to me — it’s giving me the 
opportunity to run one more 
race before I leave Kenyon,” 
she said. Heading into Sat-
urday’s meet, Becker had the 
gift of experience on her side, 
as well as a few goals: to im-
prove from 2019, and surpass 
her personal best time of 21:59 
from her sophomore year. As 
her Kenyon cross-country ca-
reer comes to a close, Becker 
is thankful for the time she 
spent on the team. “Being on 
the team has definitely been 
the most inf luential part of my 
time at Kenyon. So many of 
my closest friends are on the 
team with me. … I’m so grate-
ful to my coaches for giving 
me the tools to succeed in run-
ning and always being there to 
give advice when I need it,” she 
said.
The 2021 NCAA Champi-
onship Meet will be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 20, in Louis-
ville, Ky. The expected start 
time is 11 a.m.
Ladies’ struggles 
continue, fall to 
0-4 on the year
Following a tough loss against Heidelberg 
University, the Ladies basketball team con-
tinued their early-season road trip by travel-
ing to Angola, Ind. to participate in the Trine 
University Classic. They played No. 3 Trine 
University (Ind.) and Albion College (Mich.) 
the next day. On Wednesday, the Ladies fi-
nally returned home to play Mount Vernon 
Nazarene University (MVNU). Unfortunate-
ly, none of the matches panned out as planned 
for the Ladies.
Kenyon has struggled with Trine Univer-
sity in the past, and their struggles contin-
ued as this match was lopsided in favor of the 
White Tigers. The final score was 99-33, with 
Trine dominating every quarter of the match. 
The White Tigers displayed incredible defen-
sive prowess throughout the entire match, 
forcing 29 turnovers and restricting the La-
dies to 34% true shooting. Even though Katie 
Orefice ’23 was able to put up 13 points and 
six rebounds against a tough opponent, her 
impressive effort was not enough. 
The next day, the Ladies played against the 
Albion College Brintons. Unfortunately, Ken-
yon suffered another loss, 57-39. After a close 
first quarter, Albion pulled away later on in 
the game. Both teams had plenty of shooting 
woes, but the Ladies struggled to out rebound 
their opponents and turned the ball over 19 
times, seven times more than the Brintons.
On Wednesday, the Ladies returned home 
to face the MVNU Cougars. In their first 
game of the season in Tomsich Arena, the La-
dies fell 89-54. At the end of the first quarter, 
the Ladies were down by 15, and by halftime 
the score was 50-28, in favor of the Cougars. 
Despite being blown out in the third quarter 
21-8, the Ladies were able to match the Cou-
gars’ scoring in the fourth, with each team 
scoring 14 points. 
The Ladies will look for their first win of 
the season on their fifth attempt when they 
play their first in-conference game on Sunday 
in Greencastle, Ind. against DePauw Univer-
sity.
The men’s basketball team is off 
to a slow start, going winless in 
their first four games of the sea-
son. The Lords played all non-con-
ference games over the past week 
and a half to begin the season. On 
Wednesday, Nov. 10, Washington 
and Jefferson College (Pa.) came to 
Gambier and defeated Kenyon 103-
93 at Tomsich Arena. On Saturday, 
Kenyon traveled to New Concord, 
Ohio where they lost 75-53 at the 
hands of Muskingum Universi-
ty. The Lords then returned home 
on Monday to face Geneva Col-
lege (Pa.) where they played a close 
game, but lost 95-89. In their final 
game of the week, Kenyon headed 
back on the road to play in New 
Wilmington, Pa., losing 77-76 to 
Westminster College (Pa.).
In their opening game of the sea-
son, the Lords faced a formidable 
opponent in the Washington and 
Jefferson Presidents. David Mazon 
’25 led the way for the Lords with 
15 points and thirty-two minutes 
played. The Presidents jumped out 
to an early lead, but the Lords re-
took the lead and tied the score at 
19 six minutes into the game, then 
again at 35 with eight minutes to go 
in the half. After another tie at 40, 
the Presidents were able to grab a 
lead, outscoring the Lords 16-9 over 
the last six minutes of the half. 
In the second half, the Lords 
found themselves down 84-60 
with a little under 10 minutes to 
play in the game. The Lords start-
ed to mount a comeback, getting 
the lead down to three with under 
three minutes to play. A 7-0 run by 
the Presidents, however, sealed the 
game for Washington and Jefferson.
Looking to bounce back, the 
Lords played the Muskingum 
Muskies on the road. The Muskies 
started the game on a 10-0 run, and 
extended their lead throughout the 
first, entering halftime with a 43-20 
lead. The Lords started off the sec-
ond half on a 10-2 run to get within 
14 of them, but couldn’t get much 
closer than that. The Muskies went 
on to win 75-53. Gefen Bar-Cohen 
’25 led the Lords with 12 points, and 
went 4 of 4 from the charity stripe. 
The Lords returned home to 
face the Geneva Golden Tornadoes 
on Monday. The first half featured 
a back-and-forth affair, with the 
Golden Tornadoes holding the larg-
est lead of the first half and going up 
eight with about 11 1/2 minutes to 
go in the first. Less than six minutes 
later, the score was 40-34 in favor of 
the Lords thanks to a 7-0 run by the 
home team. The Golden Tornadoes 
rallied before half to knot the game 
at 44 going into halftime. 
Coming out of the half, the Gold-
en Tornadoes built a nine-point lead 
by the 14:02 mark in the second. The 
Lords battled throughout the half 
to tie the game at 76 with 3:16 left 
in the game. The Golden Tornadoes 
scored the next basket, and contin-
ued a run. The Lords were not able 
to rally back, eventually losing the 
closely contested matchup 95-89. 
Nick Lewis ’23 starred for the Lords 
with 22 points, going 5-10 from be-
hind the arc. Meanwhile, Grefen 
Bar-Cohen ’25 helped Kenyon’s ef-
forts with 13 points of his own and 
a team-leading eight boards.
The Lords’ next match occurred 
on the road Wednesday night 
against the Westminster College 
Titans. The Lords found themselves 
down early in the second half, but 
were able to mount a comeback to 
take a lead late in the game. How-
ever, it was the Titans who went on 
a late run to win the game 77-76. 
The Lords started off the game 
on an 8-0 run, before the Titans re-
sponded with a run of their own to 
take a 10-8 lead less than five min-
utes into the game. From there, 
the Titans established themselves 
firmly in the game by building up 
a 13-point lead to go into the half. 
Coming out of the half, the Ti-
tans scored two baskets to extend 
their lead to 17 — their largest  of 
the game. The Lords did not go 
away quietly, though. Throughout 
the rest of the game, they chipped 
into the Titans’ lead. With 5:40 left 
in the game, the Lords came with-
in two of the Titans after a 9-0 run 
over the previous four minutes. 
With just over three minutes left, 
the Lords had clawed their way back 
in the game, tying the score at 73. 
The Lords then took a three 
point lead into the last two min-
utes. This time, it was the Titans’ 
turn to respond, scoring four con-
secutive points to take the lead. A 
basket with one minute remaining 
cut the Lords’ lead to one and then, 
with 11 seconds left, the Titans re-
took the lead on a two-point basket. 
The Lords used a timeout to draw 
up a play, but missed a potential 
game-winning shot and the buzzer 
sounded to wash away any hopes of 
getting their first win of the season. 
Miles Versa ’25 led the way for 
the Lords, scoring 21 points on 
6-15 from the field, including a per-
fect 6-6 from the foul line. Mazon 
chipped in with 13 points of his 
own and led the team with seven 
boards
The Lords are still in search of 
their first win of the season. Their 
next game comes Sunday against 
DePauw University on Sunday. 




Lords lose in nail-biter on the road to 
Westminster College, remain winless
